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and
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Information for parents

Ferndale is divided into four phase groups.  Nursery/Reception children are Foundation phase.  Year 1/2 are key stage one, year 3/4 are in lower key stage two and Year 5/6 are in upper key stage two. Across the school, your children will now find that each year group has one teacher that teaches numeracy and another that teaches literacy.

This is an organizational structure which facilitates the planning and delivery of the curriculum and gives each teacher the expertise for teaching, assessing and monitoring the educational progress and development of the children. 

Each phase aims to build on skills and knowledge gained in the previous years, to develop the children’s learning strategies and extend their knowledge base.  It also aims to equip the children with the skills necessary for their transfer to the next phase within the school.

Within a happy and stimulating environment and under the caring guidance of their teachers, the children are encouraged to develop responsibility for their own learning and understand the need for self discipline.  This is enabled through opportunities for the children to work both individually and in group situations.

Numeracy

In key stage 2 a focus of Numeracy lessons is still very much on oral and mental work and on the class working to explore and acquire new concepts. This is enhanced through the use of practical apparatus, but the children will be encouraged to move away from apparatus and apply their mental strategies, which is why it is important that the children know number bonds and times tables.  

As their time in key stage 2 progresses there will be a move from informal to formal written methods. This year an emphasis is also placed on developing the children’s problem solving abilities which is an area that assessment has shown is one of their weakest.

Reading

In order for the children to develop their reading ability they are encouraged to read from a wide range of material.  The children make an appropriate choice of books from those available in the classroom.  The children may sometimes choose to read books from home or from the public library.  For some children it may also be necessary to continue to follow the books from a reading scheme.

All children will be expected to spend time reading to and discussing books with their parents, even though they may be independent readers.  Parents are asked to indicate on the reading record that they have heard their child read.  Please remember that reading together at home is intended to be a pleasurable experience for both of you!

Your child will have the opportunity to choose a book from the library once a week.  Commenting on and sharing your child’s choice of book, from whatever source, is something that we would actively encourage.

Writing and Spelling
In the word and sentence section of the Literacy hour the children are taught the spelling regularities (and irregularities) of the English language.  The children are taught a basic joined handwriting style and through handwriting exercises practice the correct formation of the letter patterns themselves.

When children do not know how to spell a word, they are encouraged to use wordlists/dictionaries or ask for help after first having tried to sound out the word themselves.  When learning spellings the following process aids retention of the word.

               LOOK    SAY    COVER      WRITE     CHECK

The child first looks at the word, says it then covers it and attempts to write the word from memory.  When this is done, the spelling is then checked.  The process may be repeated if necessary, concentrating on the part of the spelling which is causing the problem.

Special Needs

All children are special, however at some time in their school career many children may experience differing educational needs.  It is important that we are kept informed of any changes of circumstances that may affect your child.  This includes any medical, family or social changes.  All information will be treated confidentially.

Children who experience specific learning difficulties will be assessed according to the Special Educational Needs framework and appropriate support given.  This will always be discussed with the parents of the children concerned.  If you have concerns about your child you should approach your child’s class teacher in the first instance. 

Absences

If your child is absent from school please notify the school by telephone and confirm in writing to your child’s teacher on their return.            
Please note that holiday forms only cover annual holiday and not other periods of absence. We would encourage parents not to take children on holiday during term time as this can adversely affect their school work. This is particularly true of SATs week when testing goes on throughout Key Stage 2.

School Uniform and P.E. Kit

Children in school are encouraged to wear the school uniform and appropriate footwear.  Problems do occur when items of clothing are lost.  The best way of reducing this problem is to ensure that your child’s clothing and property are clearly labelled with their name/class.               

P.E. kit for all children should consist of shorts and a t-shirt.  Children wear black plimsolls or bare feet in the hall. Trainers are allowed for outdoor P.E. or games and warmer clothing may be needed.  A tracksuit or old jumper and jogging bottoms are ideal.  If your child is unable to take part in P.E. lessons for any reason, then a note should be sent to your child’s class teacher. All jewellery should be removed for P.E. 

Playtimes

Your child may bring a snack and a drink for morning break which they will take out onto the playground to eat and drink. If it is a ‘wet’ break they will be allowed to eat and drink in the classroom. In Key Stage 2 there is no afternoon break, but children are allowed another drink at the end of dinner time.

Jewellery

Children are allowed to wear ear studs and a watch.  They should not wear any other jewellery.  All jewellery should be removed for safety in P.E. If you feel your child is old enough to wear ear studs then they should also be able to remove them and put them back in unaided.  It is much safer in the school environment not to wear any jewellery.

Homework

The children should carry out homework which will include a word list to practise reading and spelling. Children will be encouraged to practice their number bonds and times tables. They should do a small amount of reading every day and this would be more beneficial if the text is shared with a parent, and ideas discussed to ensure a better understanding of the text. 

Homework will be given in both numeracy and literacy on a weekly basis. This will reinforce aspects of work done that week in class and may involve a written task.

The school views homework as enhancing the curriculum and as such appreciates the help and effort that parents and pupils put into it. Please ensure that your child gets the most out of homework by providing them with a quiet time and place in which to do it. 

Behaviour

Key stage 2 operates a system of rewards and consequences which the children will have explained to them. A record will be kept of the praises and rewards that your child receives and then every week the children who have maintained a good standard of behaviour will have a free choice activity to participate in. Short term rewards will include merit awards, stickers, praise notes. 
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